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GET
CLOSER
A 21 DAY DEVOTIONAL JOURNEY

WHY DEVOTIONALS?
"Seek me" implies desire and action
As followers of the Messiah we strive for a relationship with
the Father that matures and produces fruit, It is what we see
in the life of Yeshua (Jesus) and are called to imitate. If this is
your desire, I encourage you to embark on this journey of
consecration which includes consistent devotion - praise and
worship, prayer, fasting and writing. You may choose some
or all of these practices, but whatever you do, be consistent.
Jeremiah 23:19 says, if we seek Him wholeheartedly we will
find Him with all of our heart. This devotional is designed to
challenge you to an upward journey in faith as you pursue
the path He has laid out for you.
For the next 21 days, you will choose to fast (intermittently),
follow the guided study of the Word and pray at set time(s).
Chronicle your experience of spiritual growth and discover
the Gifts and Fruit of the Holy Spirt as you are transformed
into the image of the Messiah.
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YOUR
DAILY PRACTICE
How to use this devotional

PRAY
Use the A.C.T.S. method to
help ensure that your
prayer time is well spent.
Each day, enter your
devotional space with
Adoration, Confess your
need for your Father by
telling Him where you are,
Thank Him and then with
Supplication make your
requests known. The
depth of your relationship
is built on prayer.

READ

WRITE

Each day's devotional is
either based on or related
to the scripture on the
countdown. Read the
scriptures before reading
the devotional to
understand the principle
or message being shared.
Reading other spiritual
and inspirational books
will also help you grow.

The writing prompts are
based on the devotional.
You may use them as
starting points or
incorporate them in your
journal entry. Express your
heart and mind with
honesty, capture this
journey and your
experiences by reflecting
on them. Get a journal.
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SHOW ME YOUR GLORY
The reason for the journey
Your decision to start this journey is a reflection of your
refusal to proceed to the next stages in your life as a child of
Yahweh (GOD), without experiencing His Presence in a new
and revelatory way. As you begin, be assured that He knows
you by name and has brought you to this moment.
For Moses, the rest of his journey through the wilderness and
to the promise was either going to be impossible or pointless
without Father Yahweh (GOD) going along with him. He
needed the assurance that he and the people of Israel would
be distinguished in the land by the presence of Yahweh.
Make this your desire today - this promise belongs to you.
Walk confidently in His Grace as you ask for more. As you get
closer to Him, the revelation of who He is will be imprinted
on your heart (Joshua 1:8). He has called you to the top of the
mountain, and will meet you here.

A CLEAN CANVAS
A clean heart and right spirit
Exodus 24 to 32 describes Moses' first call up to the mountain
where he received the precious tablets of stone. But when
Moses returned the first time, what he saw made him respond
with such anger that he destroyed the precious gifts he had
received. As you will discover in this journey, Yahweh forgives.
All he requires is acknowledgment, confession and repentance.
David, in Psalm 51 said, create in me a clean heart and renew a
right spirit within me. As we approach these days of
consecration, where we expect great revelation, why not go
with a blank slate? Free from the burden of sin and shame,
accepting His forgiveness for our broken promises and open to
discovering and embracing His love.
Here, experience again the mercy of the one who makes all
things new. He knows exactly where you stand and what you
need to complete this journey. Restoration is available to you.
Receive it.

COME UP BY YOURSELF
Separation before elevation
When Moses got the opportunity to meet with Yahweh (GOD),
on his first trip he was accompanied by a number of other
holy men. At one level, they all worshiped together and
experienced the Shekinah like never before. Moses could
have been satisfied there, but he was actually called further,
and at his highest point he was required to be alone.
There is a work that the Father wants to do in your life that
requires that you step away from the crowd, even step away
from the influences in your life and make Him front and
center, if only for a while. He is calling you on this journey
and asking for your full attention for the next 3 weeks. How
will you respond? Are there people and places, desires or
plans that He is touching on and requiring you to leave for
now? Your responsibilities will be there when you return.
Right now, he wants you to respond to the call and "get
closer".

...AND BE THERE
Does He have your full attention?
As Father Yahweh calls you closer in this season, it is in fact a
call away from everything that would prevent you from giving
your life fully to Him. Use fasting as a metaphor for what you
will release permanently in order to walk in your calling. Like
the disciples you may be called to drop your nets with the
weight of the past weeks, months and years and begin your
training for leadership, whatever that looks like. If he is calling
you to lead in your ministry, your family, your business or to lead
an exemplary life so that others will be inspired by you.
In your decision to leave one level for the next or one identity
for your true calling, there will be some beliefs, ideas and
attitudes that you will not need after this. The prophet Elisha
destroyed any chance of returning to his field by sacrificing the
animals and burning his machinery. As you decide to level up,
be fully determined that your answer to the call is "yes today
and always" and the letting go will become easier. Examine the
possessions that cannot come with you beyond this experience
and say goodbye to them today.

BE READY IN THE MORNING
The morning sacrifice
Yeshua (Jesus) our chief example, made it a priority to meet
with His Father before embarking on daily ministry.
Waking up early for prayer and worship may feel like a sacrifice
but you will find that it is always worth it. Morning represents
renewal. It is synonymous with hope. What does each new day
represent for you? Will it be a repetition or a chance for
renewal? Take the empowering first step each day into the
dressing room of the King of Kings and be restored as you are
reminded of your relationship and call. Be reminded of how
valuable you are to His kingdom before you set out to build up
and transform the lives of those who you will encounter from
this place of being closer.
For the period in which you have committed to seek Yahweh's
face, set your alarm for a time that ensures you will be quiet
and available to hear your instructions for that day. How will
your mornings begin? Start with gratitude for a new day and a
fresh start.

THE CLOUD BY DAY
Low visibility
The Presence of Yahweh both led and followed the children of
Israel throughout their journey through the wilderness. The
cloud was their guide and it was also a protection for them.
When Moses approached the mountain of Yahweh, he became
enveloped in a cloud. Yahweh was with him there, but others
on the outside could not see him. Some gave up on him and
and attempted to move on without him. (Exodus 32:1).
If you have ever experienced fog, it appears as if clouds have
descended to earth and there is a lack of visibility from far away
but inside the fog or the cloud, you are able to see what is
immediately in front of you. You will find in this season that
those around you may find you to be less accessible or visible.
They may be focused on the fact that they do not "see you" or
perceive where you are right now. But inside the Cloud of His
presence, your vision is not blurred. Others see a cloud, but you
know that you are in His presence. Enjoy the intimacy of your
close proximity to the Father.

NOW LISTEN
Proclaim His name
This first week you have taken several important steps in
getting closer to Yahweh. These steps have led to an intimate
proximity that will allow you to hear Him speaking. Pay
attention and you won't miss a thing. In this place you hear His
words, see His expressions, feel His compassion and now you
are ready to respond accordingly.
Like He did for Moses, Father Yahweh is proclaiming just who
He is; meaning He is making Himself known to you. This is the
definition of intimacy.
You have heard many times about what He can do, now you are
able to experience the One to whom you have attributed your
blessings. Your worship in this place is different from
worshipping in a crowded room. All of the preconceived ideas
that kept you poised in pride or shrinking in fear are dissipating
as you capture the reality of His awesome holiness. Let your
worship flow from a heart that sees the loving God, Yahweh.

PERSEVERE WHEN...
You are satisfied

You are discouraged

On days when your prayer and fast
experience is so powerful, you may think,
this is good enough, I can stop here. Keep
going, there is more to see. Exodus 24:9-18 .

After 7 days on this journey, You may begin
to doubt that you should be doing 21 days.
This also was the plan of the enemy to
discourage you from your commitment.
Finish the course!

You are weary

The answer seems
delayed

Fasting for longer periods of time can sap
your energy, if you need to change the way
you are fasting, do so, but don't confuse a
lack of energy for a lack of engagement.

You may discover in this journey that this
season was not so much about my prayers
being asked and answered but rather that
you discover Yahweh. The rest will come.
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BE HUMBLE
From the ground up
Man was formed from the dust, plucked out of the ground by the
creative Hand of the Father who fashioned us in His image and
likeness. It is no wonder that every time we see an encounter of
revelation of the Father to man, the response is that men bow to
the ground in worship. This posture reminds us of where we
originate from and leaves the Father standing in His lofty power,
where He belongs.
The heart of the worshipper who has searched for and found the
presence of Yahweh is one bowed down. When we recognize HIs
Holiness, see His beauty and discover His love, it humbles us.
Today, your heart may not be able to fully grasp the greatness of
Yahweh, but we must certainly have an appreciation of how we
cannot compare to this Mighty God. And yet, He calls us, He ushers
us into this place to show that HIs love for us is unconditional, that
He bridges the divide and allows us access into His presence. Enter
boldly and with reverence and humility.
Yahweh opposes the proud but shows favor to the humble. (1Peter
5:5-6)

TRUST HIM
Wait for your instructions
We have become so accustomed to using the GPS for travel that
we use it even for familiar routes. Perhaps like me, you check
your familiar routes for delays and quicker options.
As you read today's scripture, you will discover that for the
Prophet Elijah, his final journey like others before it, was based
on trust. In this case, he was aware that he was to be taken
away from the earth and he knew when, but he did not know
where it would happen. Elijah's relationship with Yahweh was
so trustworthy that he was willing to go from one town to the
other and wait for instructions on what would come next.
As you know, his departure was as spectacular as the life he led.
His faith proved valuable to the very end. Are you ready for your
instructions about where to go next? Perhaps you know some
elements and not others, like "who" but not "why"; or "where" but
not "how". Will you still obey and trust Yahweh for an expected
end?

PERSUADED TO PURSUE
The desire of your heart
As you read yesterday, Elijah's successor, Elisha was also acutely
aware that the he was walking into his calling as Israel's prophet.
Even though he was about to lose the person who had prepared
him for his ministry, he knew there was more to gain, and
decided to follow Elijah to the very end of the road.
Elisha could not be persuaded to fall back even by the one he
respected the most at this point. In order to successfully carry
out his ministry, he longed for the power that his months of
apprenticeship could not provide. He desired the anointing that
Elijah embodied.
As you seek to learn more of Father Yahweh in this season, desire
to be overcome with His Holy Spirit. This is the source of
empowerment that will be keeping you at the next level. It is
available to you, but you must ask and you must remain attentive
and persuaded that you also have access to this great and
dynamic gift you are seeking.

PROFIT FOR LOSS
You will gain more than you lose
In previous days, you read how company of prophets felt the need
to announce Elijah's departure to Elisha, even though he also
knew. They spoke of the obvious, that Elisha was about to lose
what he had come to honor and treasure in the company of the
greatest prophet of that time. (2 Kings 2:1-15)
As you pursue Yahweh, your "losses" may become painfully obvious,
But do not be oblivious to what you will gain. Those around Elisha
had no idea that he was about to pick up the mantle and receive a
double portion of the Spirit of Elijah, perhaps they never thought it
was in the realm of possibility.
Whatever you desire from Yahweh, it is within His power to grant
your desires according to His will. Remain focused on what you
stand to gain by pursuing the presence of Father Yahweh and ask
for greater. He is looking for a people through whom He can show
Himself mighty. Believe, ask and receive,

PERCEPTION AND PROXIMITY
I see better up close
Elisha's perseverance and focus paid off in more ways than one.
The other prophets standing at a distance, also saw something
great. But what they saw was only the physical. They saw a
whirlwind, What they did not see was the chariot and horses of
fire. Their proximity affected their vision, and it showed in their
response.
Do not be surprised that others who may be observing your
journey into the presence of Yahweh mistakenly limit your
experience to physical evidence. When you are closer to
Yahweh, you will see and experience the supernatural, you will
know things you had no way of knowing before and you will not
go looking for what has been taken from you. In this moment,
understand that what you are seeing will leave a lasting
impression on your heart and your closeness means a clearer
vision of who Yahweh is and how He works.
Rejoice because of the vision you have and will receive in this
place.

THERE'S GREATER AHEAD
If you see me...
Elijah said something important, essentially, "maintain that
focus, and you will receive what you ask for". So Elisha shut
down every distraction, every 'thoughtful advice' saying he had
gone far enough and every statement that could instill fear and
worry about an inevitable loss. He was focused on what He
knew he could not miss - a profound transformation. He
wanted greater and he went after it.
Much will be happening in this space and season as you try to
focus on receiving your double portion. But what really matters
is that you see Him. If you see Him, it would mean that you did
not lose sight of your desire for the double portion, even in the
midst of a rapturous departure of one era to the next. Elisha
saw and he worshipped and in that moment, he picked up the
cloak of Elijah which represented power of his own future.
Don't miss what you came for. Keep your eyes ahead of you.

THE MANTLE
In the power of the Holy Spirit
Elisha pursued his desire for a double-portion of the
Spirit of Elijah and he received it. The mantle which
represented that gift was dropped at Elisha's feet and
before he returned, he picked up the cloak and
immediately used it to open the path to the beginning
of his ministry. Along with the cloak, he kept the
identity and power of being filled with the Spirit.
All that you have asked of Yahweh during this journey is
now available to you. Do not leave the gifts of Yahweh
in the confines of these 21 days. They go with you. Live
with authority in your daily life and help those who are
seeking to hear from Yahweh and discover His truth.
This mantle is not only to be used in times of difficulty
but to be worn daily. His power belongs to you.

Takeaway and Reflection

DON'T LET A 40 DAY JOURNEY
BECOME A 40 YEAR LESSON
SHARON HAUGHTON

A FAITH JOURNEY
Not by sight
Deuteronomy 1:32, captures the reason a 40 day journey turned
into a 40 year lesson - a lack of trust. As simple as it sounds,
faith is the main ingredient for a successful walk with Yahweh.
We must believe that our Father is faithful and that He rewards
those who diligently seek Him (Hebrews 11:6). Diligence
requires faith and trust in the omnipotence of the invisible GOD
Yahweh Almighty,
What exactly are you believing for today or throughout this
experience? Use Ephesians 3:20-21 to begin and end your
prayer. "Now to Him who is able to do superabundantly more
than all that we dare ask or think (infinitely beyond our greatest
prayers, hopes or dreams), according to His power that is at
work within us, to Him be the glory in the church and in Yeshua
the Messiah throughout all generations for ever and ever."
Believe what you have just read, let it sink in and apply it to
your prayers and to your life. Now pray for the Body of Messiah,
your ministry, your family and your community.

THE ENEMY BELOW
Watch and Pray
King David was hiding in the mountains, not in anticipation of a
meeting with Yahweh but hiding from an enemy who
relentlessly pursued him. One of the benefits of your
mountaintop experience is the ability to see the enemy
approaching. We cannot be ignorant of the enemy's attacks
even on the mountain. So use this time to examine your
surroundings and identify the devices of the enemy which have
often been successfully used against you.
"Watch and pray" is how Yeshua the Messiah would put this. At
this stage of your journey you may find there are all kinds of
rationalizations that may discourage you from continuing, such
as, "you received everything you needed so far". But I urge you,
remain committed to the number of days you originally
pledged. Also your purpose requires you to be alert and
protective of what you have and are receiving from the Father.
Keep a close watch on your thoughts and words, speak life and
victory in every territory that you have claimed during this
journey.

THE CHANGE WE NEED
Never the same
Our Father will not take for granted that what you need is
what you will ask for. He has always given His people the
ability to choose and to inquire of Yahweh. What we need
the most, is what will change our lives for good. Blind
Bartemeus could have asked for a larger donation, or for a
new set of clothing. He could ask to be placed in a home
where he would no longer need to beg on the street, but
he recognized in this moment that there was one request
that only the Son of Yahweh could provide.
There are many things in life that other people can help
you accomplish. But as you stand before Him today, think
of the desires of your heart that only Father Yahweh can
grant you. Now that you have His audience, the
Omnipotent GOD is saying, make your request known.
Today, ask in faith for what you know will transform your
life. HE IS ABLE and only He can do this for you.

PRESSING IN FOR VIRTUE
Healing happens here
The woman in this story could have given up years before the
day she met Yeshua. She did not give up because she knew
that wholeness was possible and she would have that life. She
refused to get comfortable with loss and depletion for almost
two decades. Even on this day, as she pressed through the
crowd, she understood that if she kept pursuing what she
needed, she would receive her miracle.
Do not give up on your miracle. This is the time to press in
since you are in the reach of the King, the urgency to press in
is heightened by the reputation of the Healer divine. Is there
sickness in your body or mental and emotional brokenness
that you have carried for some time? Today is the opportunity
to touch the Savior. Touch Him with the expectation that
virtue is being released right now into your life and extending
to those you are praying for. It is the day of healing and His
Word declares that by His stripes we are healed.

THE AGREEMENT
Sealed by the Blood
It is sometimes hard to imagine that the creator of the universe
wants relationship with us. He is so lofty and yet so personal. It is
in these moments that he reveals His fullness that otherwise
seem like contradictions: the Lion and the Lamb, the Beginning
and the End. The Creator seeks to establish a covenant
relationship with you, beyond words, He is looking for obedience
and trust.
Every true covenant is sealed with blood. The blood has already
been shed for this agreement, the Father has done His part by
sending His Son. Are you willing to agree to the terms - total
surrender to His will and obedience to His Word?
As your heart says "yes" to His will and to what He has in store,
expect to see the fulfillment of His plans for you. Plans written
from the beginning, and now His grace has brought you here to
this moment of acceptance. May your love for Him keep you in
this agreement and in the will of the One who has won your
heart. Even in this moment He is transforming your heart and
mind.

RELIVING THE
EXPERIENCE
Lasting friendship
After Moses returned from the mountain, he began to
meet with Yahweh regularly. And the scripture says the
Cloud would come down on his tent and that they
would meet face to face as friends.
This is our ultimate goal - friendship with the Father. This
is not the last time you will experience the presence and
power of the Holy Spirit in your prayer and worship
times. Three of the disciples enjoyed an especially close
relationship with the Messiah, and we can have that type
of relationship with Him as well. The past three weeks
can be seen as steps in your relationship that leads into
friendship. What an honor and privilege to be called
friends of the Most High GOD, Yahweh.

TURNING POINT
Keep looking ahead
There is level of resolve that you will need as you move
towards this next level of worship and a life of being
set apart for the Master's use. Our reading today shows
that Yeshua had arrived at the point of knowing that
the culmination of his mission was near. He chose not
to stay in a place that was not his destination and
incurred the scorn of the people who once desired his
company. This did not change his focus or resolve. The
ridicule, rejection or indifference of others should not
change your focus either, as you pursue your purpose.
Stay connected to the love of our Father through
prayer and praise. Resist the enemy's attempt to deter
you from the goal He has predestined you for. Pursue
His presence and see the manifestation of His reward
in this new season.

KEEPING THE IMPRINT OF GLORY
WRITE IT DOWN
AND RECALL IT

PROTECT THE
LIGHT WITHIN

SET UP A
MEETING PLACE

GO WHERE YOU
ARE LED

This experience is one
you will remember for
a long time to come.
Beyond that, I pray
that you will carry
some of memories
with you and apply
them daily. So write
and repeat all the
gems you have
received.

Make no mistake, you
will leave this
experience changed.
The transformation
can either be
extended or be dialed
back. I trust you will
do what is necessary
to enhance your
transformation from
this point onwards.

Create structure but
do not build idols. I
would never tell you
to build an altar in
your home. That is
not our goal, but
build routines that
will help you keep
your commitment to
getting to know your
Heavenly Father more.

Now that you are
more sensitive to the
leading of the Holy
Spirit, don't go
anywhere without
Him. He is your
resident guide and
will lead you into
deeper and greater
levels of devotion and
purpose.
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You did it!
This is only the beginning of the journey. Thank you for
making and keeping the commitment to discover
Yahweh (GOD) and experience His presence consistently
for 40 days. He who has begun a good work in you in
faithful to complete it. Blessings.

SOCIAL MEDIA

FACEBOOK

TWITTER

INSTAGRAM

Sufficient for Today

@SharonHaughto12
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SHOW YOUR SUPPORT
My book and other materials are available.
Follow on my website, Twitter, Facebook and
Instagram.
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sftdevotional@gmail.com

